
Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 20th July 2022

Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Chairman Julian Sleath, Councillors Barry Hills and Mary Kenning. Clerk Julie Sleath. 

Member of the public  x 1 
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 12th May 2022 were approved 
2. Apologies received from District Cllr Chris Moorby.
3. To record members’ interests: Councillor Kenning declared an interest in the Hellifield Herald and Councillor Hills in St. Aidans Church, however neither were of a pecuniary nature, hence:  No relevant interests recorded.
4. Public Participation: None.
5. Village Matters

5.1 To receive any reports of antisocial behavior: Vandalism in the underpass around 09 July has resulted in broken lights. To be reported to NYCC in first instance. 
5.2 To receive updates from NYCC Police on crime. A report from PCSO Grace was read out, which covered 08.05.22 to 19.07.22. There were 32 incidents in Hellifield including 3 non-injury RTC; 3 road related offences incl speed and no insurance; farm accident with quad hitting a wall; 2 domestic incidents; 2 reports on concern for welfare; 3 reports of violence/ASB; 1 banking fraud incident. 
5.3 To receive an update on the Play Areas.  Cllr Hills submitted a report including: sites visited every 2 weeks recently as former Cllr Moore handed over to Cllr Hills. 
Station Road: Goalposts are being re-concreted to strengthen them, as these work themselves loose when used as a hanging frame.  Updates to chain links carried out. Platform on Multi-play repaired by Colin Ward. Always significant amount of litter not put in in bins – discussed adding new bin to be placed near the seating area with sign to say please put litter into bins provided. 
Thorndale Street: wooden rails replaced due to age and mal-use.  Insurer identified that support chains on the swings and the assault course were in need of repair before 04/08/22, repairs completed  
6. Reports to and from District and County Councillors. District Councillor Chris Moorby supplied a report confirming he has a further 9 months in office, with no expected upcoming major changes whilst the NYCC new authority is being set up. His full report is available if required. This was in the recent Hellifield Herald.
7. Correspondence: VAS Systems letter: A member of the parish responded to HPC’s request for further information on the VAS proposals providing some of the information requested. The former HPC Chairman had been contacted by the current Chairman for clarification regarding an assertion that the former Chairman had offered a donation from HPC for VAS equipment. The former Chairman indicated that there must have been some misunderstanding as he was not empowered to make such an offer. The former Chairman had meant to indicate that a donation would be considered when full information as appropriate was available. 
The former Chairman said he had indicated that HPC may potentially be able to assist by considering the purchase of the VAS equipment being through HPC to enable VAT to be reclaimed to assist the community group by saving the cost of VAT should the equipment ultimately be purchased. The NYCC guidance (supplied by the member of the parish) appears to be inconsistent in some respects particularly relating to siting of equipment. The process does require proof of funding for costs /insurance / installation, before NYCC can progress the matter. NYCC guidance states that a Legal Agreement will be required between the community group and NYCC to include a proposed deployment schedule regarding a temporary and rotated VAS unit. NYCC will not however be involved in contracts for purchase and funding for the VAS. Such contracts will be between the contractor and the community group. 

HPC considered that the speed watch community group should continue to progress this matter directly with NYCC.  HPC agreed that, at this stage, a donation would not be considered but decided a request would be made for HPC to be kept informed of progression of the matter and that a contribution could be considered at a later stage, available funds permitting.
Yorkshire Dales National Park Local Plan - Consultation No.5 'Preferred options' – noted by Councillors, but no comments

A65 Pedestrian Crossing letter from member of public considered. This has been referred directly to NYCC for consideration, and they have responded to say they will assess in next few weeks (approx. by beginning of Aug). No HPC involvement required.
8. Street Lighting: HPC have reported lights out in Underpass due to vandalism (see 5.1). Report to NYCC 

9. Highways: Pavement issues were reported in May to NY Highways re dropped pavement across from Aherne’s. Chase to NYCC required. 
A dropped pavement /pot hole at the entrance to the new development next to the school. Report NYCC 
Pavement parking at Pendle View means the pavement is unusable on that side of the road. Report NYCC 
10. Planning items: no comments to any of the below
10.1   Application 2022/24012/TPO – Tree works at 4 Haw Grove Court Hellifield, BD23 4JB.
10.2 Application 2022/24090/EIASCR – Request for Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Opinion   re application 2020/21553/OUT – outline application for 99 lodges, reception cabin with parking, and landscaping  incl ground modelling and water features (resubmission of 42/2016/17496 refused 28/03/2019). Land to North East, Kendal Road, Hellifield 
10.3 2021/23521/OUT - Outline application for demolition of workshop garage and construction of new dwelling. Park View Garage, Gisburn Road, Hellifield BD23 4JA

10.4 2022/23953/CND – Notice of split decision on application to discharge conditions 3 4 9 and 11 of planning approval 2020/22026/FUL at Nappa Manor Farm, Nappa BD23 4LT

10.5 2022/24131/VAR – Gallaber Farm variation of conditions re approved plan 2020/21691/MM granted 11th August 2020, to revise window openings, gable treatment, garage design and boundary treatments to plots 2 and 3
10.6 2022/24012/TPO - 4 Haw Grove Court, Hellifield, planning approved re treeworks
10.7 2022/24100/CPL – 36 Coppice Lane, Hellifield BD23 4JW planning approved for fully glazed steel framed conservatory
11. Assets: A discussion/review  was held regarding HPC assets:
Allotments – All allotment plots are tenanted, and invoices paid.
Playground report completed by Councillor Hills – detailed in 5.3 Play Areas report.

Benches - It was identified that:  Green Farm Bench needs action. It is usable but unsightly, would be expensive and difficult to remove. HPC agreed to keep this under review. The bench at Thorndale road has been repainted by the handyman. One of the benches at the War Memorial in front of the Church is damaged/needs repair. BH to review with handyman or source a quote.
Insurer Requirement - re playground repairs: completed. Update to Insurer required.
Lights - Brian Hugill supplied a report as he maintained these prior to LED conversion. All done now, however ongoing checks may need to be arranged. NYCC are subcontracted to deal with light repairs. They are yet to remove 3 remaining old columns, but these are not causing an issue. Christmas lights are stored in the HPC store room and can be checked/tested before installation.

Village Markers/Troughs/Planters/Planted Areas – all in order and well maintained by volunteers. Many thanks to those involved. 
Fencing and Gates and Bins – regularly maintained and checked by the handyman.

HPC Notice Board at Barnes Garden (main road end of Station Road) – this is the main Parish Council noticeboard and is in very poor condition. Tenders are being sought for replacement as a repair is unviable
12. Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters including receipts, payments, transfers and
donations. 

12.1 To agree and approve payments and receipts for May and June 2022. Payments and receipts formally agreed and approved. 
Finances as at 31s May 2022

	Lloyds TSB Account
	    £19,774.00 as at 31st May 2022
	

	Skipton Building Society
	    £21,024.93 as at 31st May 2022
	

	Receipts
	Allotment Rentals              £14.54

Precept 1st Instalment    £12,500


	
	

	Payments
	
	
	

	Village Maintenance – May
	244.00

	Administration – May
	648.00

	Administration - May
	488.00

	Income tax for May
	352.83

	Printer Ink and phone top up
	46.35

	Hanging baskets and plants
	71.40

	Connection of Street lights x 2
	86.10

	Platinum Jubilee Bench
	952.67

	Internal Audit Fee
	175.00

	Tools for Handyman
	11.44

	Sponsorship for Hellifield Beer Festival
	95.00

	Grass Cutting – May
	927.10

	TOTAL
	4097.89


Finances as at 30th June 2022

	Lloyds TSB Account
	    £15,428.29 as at 30th June 2022
	

	Skipton Building Society
	    £21,024.93 as at 31st May 2022
	

	Receipts
	Allotment Rentals 


	£29.78
	

	Payments
	
	

	
	Village Maintenance – May 
	264.00
	

	
	Administration – May paid 10.06.22
	277.60
	

	
	Administration - May
	488.00
	

	
	Income tax for May
	257.40
	

	
	Materials for playgrounds
	17.60
	

	
	Tools for Handyman
	22.22
	

	
	Phone top up 3 months
	30.00
	

	
	Extra CDC Brown Bin for Garden Waste
	36.00
	

	
	Repair of Climbing Frame Station Rd
	59.35
	

	
	Settle Pool Donation
	200.00
	

	
	Grass Cutting
	927.10
	

	
	TOTAL 
	2579.27
	

	
	
	
	


12.2 To consider a donation request from the Hellifield Herald Treasurer – HPC noted that this publication is delivered free of charge to every household in the village and benefits the whole of the community, especially the elderly who are less familiar with the internet. £250 was donated in 2021. The Chairman proposed a further £250 be donated this year. Seconded by Cllr Hills and a majority voted in favour (Councillor Kenning did not vote to avoid any potential conflict of interest). 
12.3 To consider a donation request from St Aidan’s church towards the mechanisation of the clock in the Church Tower – The Chairman gave some background to this as HPC have in the past (and again this year) donated £360 annually to the Church. Previously HPC paid toward someone manually winding up the clock; however some years ago a decision was made that any gratuitous donation HPC pay to the church (normally this has been made annually) would no longer be related specifically to the clock, giving the church the freedom to  use the funds for such purpose(s) as they saw fit. HPC considered that as a donation of £360 had only been made on 22nd of February this year (the single largest annual donation made by HPC) and this donation could now be put towards such purpose as the church decided was appropriate (including if desired towards the mechanisation of the church clock), HPC did not feel that a further donation was appropriate out of HPC’s very limited budget availability. 
13.To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. 
New planters installed at Barnes Garden have been noted and HPC are happy with this. A request for cutting of the hawthorns at the rear of this area will be passed on to the handyman for consideration as to whether this is a job for him or for contractors when annual tree maintenance is undertaken.
Date of next meeting - in the Village Institute – Wednesday 7th Sept 7:30pm.  
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk of Hellifield Parish Council – 24th July 2022
	ACCOUNTING STATEMENT 2021/2022
	

	HELLIFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
	

	 
	Year ending

	 
	31 March 2022
	31 March 2021

	 
	£
	       £

	Balances brought forward
	30,297
	22,188

	(+) Annual Precept
	36,000
	36,000

	(+) Total other receipts
	19,896
	4,942

	(-) Staff Costs
	10,665
	9,861

	(-) Loan interest
	-
	-

	(-) All other payments
	42,844
	22,972

	(=) Balances carried forward
	32,684
	30,297

	Total Cash and short term investments
	32,684
	30,297

	Total fixed assets 
	241,137
	221,713

	Total borrowings
	-
	-

	
	
	

	Julie Sleath

Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council

Date: 07 Sept 2022
	
	

	
	
	



